              


	The flowers in the sanctuary today are given by Linda Hassell in celebration of the 175th Anniversary of Murfreesboro Baptist Church.

Using their Gifts to Serve in November:

Deacon of the Month of November:						Debbie Hill
November Radio Ministry Sponsor:						Linda Hassell
Opening of the Church in November:	Tommy Bird 
Ushers for November:	Steve Fowler, T.K. Warren, III, and Mike Alston
Ushers for December: 	Don Johnson, Wayne Brown, Bruce Brown, and Bob Turner 
Caregiver for November 5 – November 18:				Mary Etta Flowers

This Week at Murfreesboro Baptist Church . . . 
Wed.	Kids’ Club			6:00-6:45 P.M.
Choir Practice		6:00 P.M.



	                
     
Sat.	Pancake and Sausage
Sun.	Radio Broadcast, 98.3		10:00 A.M.
Worship					11:00 A.M.




           




	                
     





Welcome to all our MBC family, former members, and friends as we celebrate 175 years of God’s work through the Murfreesboro Baptist Church!

The Deacons will meet this Tuesday evening, November 14 at 6:00 P.M. in the library.

Thank you to all who contributed to the Clothing Drive in October for the Union Mission in Roanoke Rapids! The clothes that were collected have been delivered to the mission.

Please return your filled Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes to the church library no later than tomorrow, Monday, November 13, so they can be delivered as part of the OCC National Collection Week. 

There will be a brief Church Conference following the worship service next Sunday, November 19 to discuss the final results of fiscal year 2022-2023.

MBC will host the Food Bank of the Albemarle distribution on Tuesday, November 21. If you would like to help that day, please be here by 1:30 P.M.

If you have not already done so, you can sign up to contribute specific items to our MBC Food Pantry each month. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board next to the pantry.

Please remember these friends who cannot worship with us regularly:

Phil Royce      Janet Collins           Bern Davenport                Tom and Ann Caulkins 
Randy and Cheryl Whitley


Contact us at:
200 West Main Street                 252-398-3613             Murfreesboro, NC 27855
Email:  office@murfbc.org                           Website:  www.murfbc.org
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The Lord’s Day, November 12, 2023
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
175th Anniversary Celebration








Dr. Mark E. Gaskins, Pastor
Mrs. Paula Pressnell, Organist and Choir Director
Rev. Thomas Caulkins, Pastor Emeritus



 




We Gather to Worship

Prelude	How Firm a Foundation	arr. Dale Wood

Gathering Hymn No. 262	         I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord (verses 1, 2, & 5)	ST. THOMAS
I love Thy kingdom, Lord, the house of Thine abode,
the church our blest Redeemer saved with his own precious blood.

I love Thy church, O God! Her walls before Thee stand, 
dear as the apple of Thine eye, and graven on Thy hand.

Sure as Thy truth shall last, to Zion shall be given,
The brightest glories earth can yield, and brighter bliss of heaven.








Words of Welcome	Dr. Mark Gaskins

	The Lord be with you!
	And also with you!

Ministry Opportunities		Dr. Gaskins

Call to Worship      Psalm 122:1; 125:1-2; 127:1; 128:1; 130:7; 134:1a (NRSV) 	Dr. Lee Canipe

[bookmark: _Hlk149119194]I was glad when they said to me,” Let us go to the house of the LORD!”

Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, 
	which cannot be removed, but abides forever. 
As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 
	so the LORD surrounds his people, from this time on and forevermore.

Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.
Unless the LORD guards the city, the guard keeps watch in vain.

Happy is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in his ways.

O Israel, hope in the LORD! 
For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem.

Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD!

Invocation		Rev. Tom Caulkins

Recognitions and Greetings
	President Chuck Taylor, Chowan University                Descendants of Charter Members	
	Former Pastors and Staff Members                                 175th Anniversary Committee
	Former Members

History of Murfreesboro Baptist Church		Dr. Eley Whitehead
			Dr. Jesse Croom

	We Hear God’s Word

*Hymn of Praise No. 534	    Bricks and Mortar, Hands and Labor	BEECHER

Children’s Sermon		Ms. Sarah Davis

Old Testament Lesson	Isaiah 51:1-6	Rev. Lane Bass

The Word of God, for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

Worship in Song	Fill My Cup, Lord	arr. Michael Blanchard
	Dr. Rick Bailey, bass

The Church at Prayer
	Call to Prayer		Dr. Gaskins
	The Prayers of the People		Dr. Gaskins
	The Lord’s Prayer (trespasses)		Congregation


*Hymn of Thanksgiving No. 640     	 Leaning on the Everlasting Arms	SHOWALTER

Thanksgiving with Our Tithes and Offerings
	Offertory Sentence		   Dr. Gaskins
	Offertory                       	How Great Thou Art	Hine/Forrest                        
		Mr. Calvin Carter, tenor
	*Doxology 706 	   Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow	OLD 100TH
	*Offertory Prayer                                                                                                   Dr. Gaskins

New Testament Lesson	        Matthew 16:13-19	Rev. Davis Smith
		
		The Word of the Lord.
Praise His Holy Name!

Message in Song    We’re Gonna Have Church & This Is God’s Church 	Pepper Choplin/Stan Pethel

Scripture and Sermon	“Heritage and Hope”	Dr. Gaskins

	We Respond to God’s Word

Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

*Hymn of Response No. 566	           O God, Our Help in Ages Past	ST. ANNE 

	We Go Forth with God’s Blessing

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Blessing for the Meal	Dr. Gaskins

Commission and Benediction

Response	A Choral Benediction	Barbara Revelle

**Postlude	A Mighty Fortress	Luther/Cherwien
___________________________________
*Please stand as you are able.               **Please remain seated until the conclusion of the music.

To our guests this morning . . .

In the name of Jesus Christ, we welcome you to worship today at Murfreesboro Baptist Church for the celebration of our 175th anniversary! We believe that worshiping together is one of the most important activities we do as a church, strengthening our faith and drawing our attention to God, who created us, calls us, and sustains us by the power of the Holy Spirit. In keeping with New Testament practices, we believe that worship rightly involves every member of the congregation, not just the few people in leadership roles. We encourage active participation in worship through responsive readings, corporate prayer, giving our tithes and offerings, and singing hymns together.
Thank you for worshiping with us today on this momentous occasion in the life of our church!
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